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 FISH N’ FEATHERS IN FINE FORM! 
With the national Kiwi recovery hui on last month in Hawke’s Bay and the robin release on Moehau there is plenty of positive news to report. I also want to tell you about an easy way to help native fish, eels and koura (fresh water crayfish) in our rivers and streams.
The release of a further 31 Toutouwai (North Island Robin) at Stony Bay early in May went perfectly.  After heavy downpours the night before the weather cleared for the release and within seconds the birds were adding their song to the chorus in the Moehau forest. It has taken many years of predator control with particular focus on rats to make this habitat safe for these once locals to return and reestablish.
So far at least 16 of the birds from the original reintroduction have bred on Te Moehau, so re-establishing the Toutouwai population is well underway.  Without  strong partnership and cooperation between community groups, iwi and  DOC none of this would be possible, let’s hope that more of the birds that have been lost to our local forests can return one day soon – maybe kokako!  Oh and thank you Harataunga for the awesome kai, ka pai!
Along with others from Moehau Environment Group (MEG) and kiwi care practitioners from throughout New Zealand I recently attended the National Kiwi Recovery Conference in Hawke’s Bay. The presentations confirmed that the northern Coromandel is still one of the outstanding success stories of kiwi habitat management anywhere.  A statistic that stood out to me is this:
AVERAGE KIWI LIFE EXPECTANCE

· Potential = 60+ years

· Northland = 14 years

· Moehau = 40
As dogs are the main cause of premature death among adult kiwi it’s fair to attribute kiwi’s comparative longevity on Moehau to the remote rugged terrain and good awareness and dog management by hunters and farmers in the area. I suspect though that the further south of Moehau kiwi travel towards denser human and canine (dog) populations the closer to that 14 year life expectancy they find themselves.
As our kiwi population recovers and looks for habitat closer to us human kiwis the greater care we need to take in how we manage predators in particular dogs.  
In many respect Northern Coromandel is leading the way but we must not let our guard down. In the last few years ferrets have set back kiwi recovery projects around the country decimating kiwi populations and although we don’t have them in the upper Coromandel yet we need to make early efforts to detect and halt advance up the peninsula.  As one wise man said at the kiwi conference “As New Zealanders if we lose our kiwi, we lose our face”. 
Now for something fishy!  As you may know many of our native fish species migrate at various stages of their life and breeding cycles up and down streams, to and from the sea. Often their way is blocked by hanging or perched culverts on both private tracks and public roads. But it is a relatively easy problem to overcome. Eels, kokopu, bullies and koura are all good climbers so with a little help from us they can get past even the tallest drop offs!
Bruno David is a freshwater biologist from Environment Waikato who has been trialling a simple fish ladder system made from old mussel ropes in a stream near Coroglen. Bruno told me that they have seen a 60% increase in key species upstream from their fish ladder the since trail began. So if you’re keen try one at your place we are planning a workshop on how to do it in August if enough people are keen. Please call me if you are interested.
If you have any questions about MEG’s projects or would like to help please get in touch or go to www.meg.org.nz
Cheers - Jonty Rutherford  
MEG Coordinator    Mob: 021-410040. Email: jonty@meg.org.nz[image: image2.jpg]
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