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 KIWIS CALL, ROBINS UP – POSSUMS DOWN! 
There’s a lot to report this month and a few ways to get involved if you are interested in giving native species in the district a helping hand. The KIWI listening season is here, more robins are on their way to Moehau and thousands of possums have been eradicated from some of the finest coastal forest on the peninsula.

Early in May 30 more Toutouwai (North Island Robin) will be translocated from Puriora in the central north island to Stony Bay in a joint operation between MEG and DoC Hauraki. This is the second phase of the project to re-establish these birds on Moehau which prior to their reintroduction to the area 2 years ago had been regionally extinct for around 100 years. This top up was planned at the start of the project .The 30 new arrivals will broaden the genetic base increasing the long term viability of the Toutouwai population on Moehau. MEG volunteers will assist with the capture and transport of the birds and local school kids have helped construct boxes specially designed to provide the birds with a comfortable and safe journey. The release will be held early on Saturday May 7th at Stony Bay. 
Before and after large scale possum control recently at Port Charles MEG monitored the possum population density using the Residual Trap Catch (RTC) method. Before the operation between the Port Charles road and the east coast the RTC for possums was 23.1%. We had independent contractors conduct an RTC monitor after the operation with an outstanding result, less than 1.5%. Congratulations on a job well done to the MEG possum team.

Over the next 2 months kiwi care projects all over New Zealand will be out at night doing their annual listening surveys to get a picture of how their kiwi populations are faring.  Three listening sites have been selected above Coromandel Town for the Coromandel Area School (CAS) Kiwi Project’s 1st kiwi listening survey. Only mature (breeding age about 5 years +) kiwi call so we won’t know if there are young birds about . Over the next few years we hope to see a trend of breeding age birds establishing as the effect of stoat control and responsible dog ownership makes the habitat safe for kiwi.  The first of the Coro Town kiwi listening sessions will be on Friday the 20th of May. Contact Lisa Kearny on 0277128802 or me if you would like to get involved – it’s a fun night out if you wrap up warm and takes about 2 hours from dusk.
If you want to up skill conservation wise DOC are running some really useful courses in Thames over winter:
20 x 20 Plots and Reconnaissance, 

8 - 10 June, Thames
Five Minute Bird Count (5MBC), 

14 & 15 June, Thames
Weed Management & Monitoring, 

21 - 23 June, Thames
Animal Pest Control, 



28 June - 1 July, Thames
Foliar Browse Index (FBI), 


12 & 13 July, Thames
Plant Identification, 



9 & 10 August, Thames
Five Minute Bird Count (5MBC),


6 & 7 September, Thames
You can find full course info at: http://www.doc.govt.nz/getting-involved/get-trained/field-based-courses
If you have any questions about MEG’s projects or would like to help please get in touch or go to www.meg.org.nz
Cheers - Jonty Rutherford  
MEG Coordinator    Mob: 021-410040. 
Email: jonty@meg.org.nz[image: image2.jpg]
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